
First Manned Flight in America?
Location: Kitty Hawk,  North Carolina

Date: December 17, 1903

Pilot: Orville Wright

Length of  Time In Flight: 12 seconds

Distance Covered:  120 feet

Highest Elevation Attained:  20 feet

Location of Landing Site: Kitty Hawk, North Carolina

Location: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Date: January 9, 1793

Pilot: Jean Pierre Blanchard

Length of  Time In Flight: 46 minutes

Distance Covered:  15 miles

Highest Elevation Attained:  5,812 feet

Location of Landing Site: Deptford, New Jersey



The major difference between the two flights other than 
locations, dates, duration, elevation and distance flown is the 
methods used:

Wright – 1903:  Mechanical Powered
Blanchard - 1793:  LTA (Lighter Than Air) Gas

Therefore the first manned flight in America was Blanchard's 
flight from Philadelphia, PA to Deptford, NJ.



North Carolina license plates proclaim their state "First in Flight". 
Ohio, birthplace of Orville and Wilbur Wright, claims to be the 
"birthplace of aviation. However, the first flight in North America took 
place in Philadelphia. Granted, it was a balloon, but Philadelphia can 
rightfully claim to be the site of the first flight in the United States.

Gregory P. Kennedy is an internationally known expert in aerospace 
history. He has authored, co-authored, or edited eight books on space 
history including Touching Space: The Story of Project 
Manhigh, which was released by Schiffer Publishing Company of 
Atglen, Pennsylvania (www.schifferbooks.com). He has also published 
numerous articles on the Manhigh project. With nearly 40 years' 
experience in aviation and space museums, Mr. Kennedy has worked at 
the Smithsonian Institution; the Space Center; American Airlines C. R. 
Smith Museum; and No. 1 British Flying Training School Museum. 
While at the Smithsonian, he was Associate Curator for the National Air 
and Space Museum's collection of manned space flight artifacts. It was 
during his tenure at the Smithsonian that he became fascinated with 
Project Manhigh and the contributions of high-altitude ballooning to 
space exploration. At the Space Center (currently known as the New 
Mexico Museum of Space History) in Alamogordo, New Mexico, Mr. 
Kennedy met many Project Manhigh personnel.











Excerpts from the diary of Samuel Mickle of Woodbury, NJ.
Dated  January 8 & 9, 1793.



In the year 1793 the population of the City of Philadelphia was 40-
50 thousand people.

As the result of numerous newspaper articles describing the 
scheduled flight, Blanchard's 45th assent ion (1st flight in America), 
people came from the city and well beyond to witness history being 
made.

Among the thousands of individuals in attendance were:
President George Washington
Vice President John Adams
Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson
Future Presidents Madison & Monroe
Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton
Attorney General Edmond Randolph
Post Master General Timothy Pickering

The list goes on and on and even includes General Stephen Moylan, 
ancestor to your presenter.





Sketch of a proposed balloon from earlier in Blanchard's career.



Chemicals = Lift



One of many newspaper notices published prior 
to Blanchard’s scheduled flight.



Excerpts from Blanchard’s Journal







America’s First Airmail Letter



Discovering Deptford



Landing In Deptford



Witnesses To History





Blanchard continued to fly until his death in 1809.



Site of Blanchard’s Landing – Deptford, NJ
Photo Taken 2012



Blanchard’s Landing Historic Marker – Deptford, NJ
Photo Taken 2012



Blanchard’s Landing Historic Marker – Deptford, NJ
Photo Taken 2012



A Little More Recent Deptford Township History



This may be the Inn that Blanchard mentions in his journal.
Located approximately 3-miles from landing site.



You know your old when your photo is in a history book!



Getting older.
Photo Taken 1982









Proposed 1993 Police Uniform Patch



Actual 1993 Police Uniform Shoulder Patch



Deptford Township Honors History



Deptford Township Honors History



Deptford Township Honors History



Deptford Township Honors History



Deptford’s First & Finest Honors History and Law Enforcement

Original First & Finest  1998 - 2005







The New First & Finest  2005 - ?



The  Moylan Connection ?











Thank you for your attention.  We hope you enjoyed our 
presentation.  For more information on modern day hot air 

ballooning, please visit our web site at:  www.firstandfinest.org


